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The National Association of Realtors ("NAR") reports that nearly one-quarter of all lawsuits filed where real estate licensees are named
as defendants involve "agency" disputes.  Given this staggering statistic, it is important to review and understand the underpinnings of
the principal-agent relationship in real estate transactions, and the ethically and legally sensitive and complex issue of "dual agency"
which brings about the greatest number of lawsuits filed against licensees in "agency" litigation.  It is similarly important to know and
inform one's client to implement all best practices as to dual agency relationships in order to avoid the costly remedies against a real
estate professional deemed to have violated the agency laws.
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